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treatment (instead of the present collective contracts negotiated by the Chamber), and to
terminate contracts with doctors for economic reasons. Furthermore, the document
proposed that the State should bear the expenses for unemployed persons and
pensioners, and refund the VAT on medicines. The Austrian Medical Chamber, who was
neither consulted nor in any way involved in the drafting of the document, expressed great
concern about the plan that, in our view, would have put patient security and the quality of
health care services at risk and would have decisively diminished the role of the Medical
Chamber. President Dorner and other representatives of the Chamber negotiated with
social partners and government’s delegates in order to make the Chamber’s concerns
heard.

At the same time, a large-scale media campaign was run by the Austrian Medical Chamber
and the Medical Chambers in the Austrian provinces to protest against the government
plans and prevent their adoption by Parliament. To increase our pressure, the Austrian
doctors closed their practices for three days in June and organised several demonstrations,
the two largest ones in Vienna with about 8.000 participants each.

Finally, due to the disputes between the political parties forming the government and the
following premature termination of the government, the paper was not adopted. The
guestion remains what plans the next government will present. In order to work pro-actively
and influence the further developments from scratch, the Austrian Medical Chamber is
presently drafting a comprehensive five years’ strategy for the whole Austrian health
system.

eHealth

The Austrian Medical Chamber is involved in a working group discussing the introduction of
an electronic patient record (ELGA) in Austria, and was asked to submit a cost/utilization
analysis of the required equipment and changes induced by such a project. The patient
record should be introduced no later than 2012.

Unfortunately this analysis do neither inform about the costs, nor about the benefits. Many
other questions are not answered yet (data protection, rights and duties of participants,
finance plan, etc.) and have to be clarified.

As a result physicians and representatives of the provinces (responsible for hospitals)
requested the postponement of the project launch until autumn 2008.

Wien, 29.9.2008
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